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Hon Aadil Ameer Meea, Minister of Industry, SME and Cooperatives,
Dr the Hon Avinash Ramtohul, Minister of Information Technology, Communication and Innovation,
Mr. Bhaye Mohamud Dilzad Kurreemun, Permanent Secretary,
Mr. Arshad Duymun, Chairperson of the NPCC and Council Members,
Representatives of participating organization,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Good evening. 
It is with immense pleasure that I welcome you all to the AI Start-Ups Award Ceremony. This evening, we celebrate not only excellence and innovation, but also the courage to imagine, to create and to shape the future. Your presence here reflects a shared belief in the transformative power of ideas and the role that Artificial Intelligence (AI) can play in redefining productivity, competitiveness and growth in Mauritius.

The AI Start-Ups Initiative is a flagship programme of the NPCC aimed at nurturing a new generation of tech-driven entrepreneurs and positioning Mauritius at the forefront of the digital economy. The project equips young innovators with both the technical and business capabilities required to transform AI concepts into viable and scalable enterprises. 

The project has passed a number of milestones, culminating into a Business Plan Pitch, during which 19 project teams presented innovative AI-driven solutions to a panel of assessors.  Tonight, we gather to celebrate the best among them—five outstanding AI startups that have demonstrated exceptional promise and are now poised to move to the next phase of development.

Ladies and gentlemen, AI holds the power to boost economic growth and transform human development, with applications spanning practically all sectors and touching all segments of society. In healthcare, for example, AI is facilitating early diagnosis, telemedicine, and predictive analytics, and could potentially make treatment more affordable for all. AI is also promoting inclusion by empowering marginalized groups through assistive technologies. Apps like Be my Eyes and Voiceitt are allowing people with disabilities to live a better life. 

Of course, new technologies are disruptive, and AI comes with its own risks and challenges. But the choice facing us is clear: Either we master AI or… we become its victim.

It is clear that the first option is already in force. Following the Government Programme 2025-2029, which underscored the “transformative power” of a national AI strategy, the 2025-2026 Budget proposed a range of measures aimed at laying the foundations for an AI-driven productivity culture in the country. The Ministry of ITC and Innovation – and I recognize the presence of the Hon. Minister here – moved swiftly, unveiling a Blueprint for Digital Transformation in May 2025 and followed suit with a National AI Strategy and FAIR Guidelines last month.

Ladies and gentlemen, AI is already making an impact on productivity across the Mauritian economy. In particular, since 2021, we note an encouraging reversal in the downward trend in capital productivity. In the manufacturing sector, capital productivity grew at an impressive 7.4% during 2021-2024. This performance can partly be credited to the adoption of Industry 4.0 practices, especially by the larger firms. AI and IoT applications, such as predictive maintenance algorithms that can cut machine downtime by as much as 50%, and computer vision tools that significantly reduce defect rates, are helping strengthen our export competitiveness.

AI can also foster productivity improvements in other key sectors of the Mauritian economy, notably financial services, IT-enabled services, tourism and agro-business. 

Ladies and gentlemen, our strategic vision at the NPCC is firmly rooted in embracing digitalization as a key driver of productivity and national progress. Indeed, digitalization has become a necessity for organisations and economies seeking to remain competitive in an increasingly fast-paced, technology-driven world. Through initiatives such as AI Start-Ups, Enterprise Go Digital and the freshly launched IoT for Productive Enterprises project, the NPCC is actively supporting businesses and entrepreneurs in leveraging digital tools to optimise processes, enhance efficiency and unlock value creation. By fostering a culture of innovation and digital adoption, we are paving the way for smarter enterprises, more agile industries and a resilient economy capable of sustaining long-term growth.

As highlighted in the UN Technology and Innovation Report 2025, AI and digital technologies must be harnessed to complement human capabilities rather than replace them, thus ensuring that productivity gains translate into inclusive growth for all. However, research by the BCG suggests that simply adding AI to existing processes is not enough. Organizations need to rethink workflows, simplify processes, redesign roles and remove unnecessary complexity in order to fully benefit from AI-driven transformation.

This reinforces the role of the NPCC. As a Centre of Excellence in Kaizen and as a champion of Digital Kaizen, we are determined to ensure that productivity gains from AI translate into real business value and prosperity for all. For this reason, we have retained the theme of “Sustainable Kaizen” for the Africa Kaizen Annual Conference that we’ll have the privilege of hosting later this year.

Ladies and gentlemen, as we look ahead to implementing the NPCC’s Strategic Plan 2025–2029, our ambition is clear: to take productivity to the next level at a time when our economy is navigating increasingly complex global headwinds. The Strategic Plan places strong emphasis on accelerating innovation, deepening digital transformation, strengthening organisational capabilities and fostering a culture of continuous improvement across all sectors. By equipping enterprises and individuals with the right tools, skills and mindset, the NPCC aims to ensure that Mauritius not only withstands external shocks but emerges stronger, more agile and better positioned in the global landscape.

As we advance on this journey, the NPCC calls upon all stakeholders—public institutions, private sector organisations, academia, development partners and civil society—to continue lending their firm support to the productivity movement. Productivity is a shared responsibility and its success depends on strong collaboration, sustained commitment and a collective willingness to embrace change. By working together, we can accelerate the adoption of best practices, drive innovation and build a workforce that is adaptable and future-ready. This collective effort is essential not only to enhance efficiency and competitiveness, but also to ensure inclusive growth and sustainable development for our nation. 

Before I conclude, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all those who participated in the AI Start-Ups initiative. Your dedication, creativity and resilience have been truly inspiring. And even if you don’t receive a prize tonight, know that you’ve already won our hearts. 

Special thanks to our Ministry, and Hon. Ameer Meea, for their unwavering support. Finally, I would fail in my duty if I don’t place on record the hard work and dedication of my staff, in particular Dr Vimi Goorah and her team, who have made tonight’s event possible.

Thank you, and enjoy the evening!
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